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de la Valli&re's, at one in the morning, it wanted to drive
about the town, because it was too early to set. To be sure,
you and I have dedicated our decline to very different
occupations. You nurse a little girla of four years old, and
I rake with an old woman of fourscore 1 N'imjporte; we
know many sages that take great pains to pass their time
with less satisfaction.

We have both one capital mortification; have not you?
That a great-grand-daughter of Madame de S^vigne* pretends,
for it is not certain, that she has been debauched by ancient
Eichelieu, and half the world thinks that she is more guilty
of forgery. The memoirs of the two parties are half as
voluminous as Monsieur de G-uines', and more are to appear,

You shall have some royal prints. New fashions in dress,
furniture, baubles, I have seen none. Feathers are waning,
and almost confined to filles and foreigners. I found out an
Englishwoman at the Opera last night by her being covered
with plumes and no rouge, which made her look like a whore
in a salivation; so well our countrywomen contrive to dis-
play their virtue!

I do not tell you about Mons. Turgot's regulations and
reformations, because you care no more about their patrie
than your own; but you shall hear a "bon mot of Madame du
Deffand. Mons. Turgot has begun several reforms and
retracted them: she said, * Dans le bon vieux terns on recu-
loit pour mieux sauter, au lieu que Mons. Turgot saute pour
mieux reculer.'

Of the house of Harrington I know as much as you do.
Lady Barrymore is here, and my Lord and Lady Harriet
are coming: the first is excessively admired. Lady Mary
Coke, Harry Grenville and his wife, Crawfurd, Lord Cole-
raine3, and Lord Duhcannon are here: the latter will carry

a Maria Fagniani, subsequently 3 John Hanger (1743-1794), second
mentioned as'Mirny.*                         Baron Ooleralne*                                he succeeded in 1793.                           G-eorge    Selwyn's   niece.    Albinia
